F&M - RFO REPORT

Tesco Stronger Starts Grant - The Council has successfully received the Tesco Stronger
Starts grant. The funds have been allocated against the cost code for Food Table under
Earmarked Reserves.

As per Tesco's Terms & Conditions, evidence must be provided to demonstrate appropriate
use of the grant. Accordingly:

« Tesco receipts will be submitted.

+ Photographs of food deliveries will be taken and shared as required.

Agenda ltem 06.21.10.25 — Audit Conclusion

The External Auditor's Report and Certificate for the financial year 2024/2025 has now been
received. The report offers a limited assurance opinion and highlights four areas of concern,
all administrative in nature:

1. Section 1, Assertions 4 and 7 — These were flagged due to a dating error for the
2023/2024 year. Although clarification was provided at the time, the auditor had
already completed the report and was unwilling to amend it. Since we answered 'Yes'’
for 2024/2025, the issue has been flagged again. It is recommended that we respond
with ‘No’ next year to clear this matter.

2. Section 1, Assertion 5 — Risk Management — The Council was aware that risk
management arrangements were not fully in place. Although the Internal Auditor
suggested that a comment noting this might suffice, the External Auditor did not
accept this approach.

3. AGAR lnaccuracy — The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) was
not accurately completed due to incorrect advice from the internal Auditor. It was
stated that Boxes 7 and 8 should match (including accruals), which is only applicable
for councils with income/expenditure under £25,000. As we are on an Income and
Expenditure basis, the boxes should have shown different figures. This will be
corrected in the next year's submission.

4. AGAR Signing — The auditor initially noted that the AGAR had not been signed.
However, evidence was provided showing it had been signed in advance of the Full
Council meeting. The auditor has now attached a statement confirming this to their
report,

Conclusion:

There are no issues with the actual accounts; all flagged items relate to administrative or
procedural errors, most of which have already been addressed or will be corrected going
forward.

Agenda item 08. 21.10.25 Previous Month’s Banking

a. To approve and resolve the Authorised Bank Reconciliations and Petty Cash for
September which have been signed by Clirs. Beicley and Humberstone. Clir Morris~
Whyatt will sign September All Bank Reconciliation and will be upicaded to the website
after the meeting.

b. To Ratify Authorised Bank Payments to 30th September. These have been signed by

ClIr. Beioley and Humberstone. These along with the Barclaycard payments will be
uploaded to the website. This is a requirement of the Local Government
Transparency Code 2015 (3.1 (58).

¢. To ratify Income received up to 30th September. These have been signed by Cllr.
Beioley and Humberstone.



d. To approve and resolve the current position of Receipts & Payments Forecast for
October

e. Receipts and Payments compared with Flexed Budget for September and Reserves
Balance.

f. To approve and resolve the Bank Account as at 30th September 2025

Lioyds Bank — Current Account £8052.78
Lioyds Bank Deposit Account £135,987.70
£144,040.48
Petty Cash £90.81
Cambridge & Counties £85,481.84
Hampshire Trust £20,000.00

Year to date income is showing £233,849.08 with an actual of £234,138.03, a variance of £288.94

Year to date payment is showing £122,496.47 with an actual of £123,197.93 minus the difference of
£288.94 is showing a variance of £122,208.99 so we are within forecast budget.

The 2™ payment of Precept has been received of £112,856. Therefore, £57,524.30 has been

transferred to Hampshire Trust week-ending 17" Qctober 2025 to ensure £85,000 Lloyds Accounts
from this date.

Agenda ltem 09.21.10.25 — Risk Register Approval
A working group met on Thursday, 2nd October, to review and discuss the Risk Register in detail.

The revised version, incorporating feedback and suggestions from the session, is now presented for
formal approval.

Agenda item 10. 21.10.25 - Health and Safety

» The six-monthly smoke alarm fest is due. The A&E team is currently coordinating suitable
dates for the inspection.

s The annual boiler inspection is scheduled for December.
Agenda ltem 11. 21.10.25 — Allotment Software

The Assistant Clerk is preparing a report regarding a request to purchase the Scribe
Allotment Software. She will attend the meeting to present her case and answer any
questions from the Council.

Agenda ltem 12, 21.10.25 - Policies: IT Policy
o The Practitioners Guide for 2025 has updated Assertion 10 —~ Digital and Data Compliance.
+« Two key compliance requirements have been identified:
1. An IT Policy - a compliant template has been supplied and is attached.
2. An updated Accessibility Statement — this has been revised and is now compliant.
e Softlink has reviewed the IT policy and confirmed compliance.

» Softlink will also provide a quote for different data backup options. The current retention
period is 30 days, but options for extending this to up to 1 year will be explored.

Agenda ltem 13. 21.10.25 ~ Training: Budget and Precept Setting
Budget and Precept Setting fraining is available online via Stroud District Council (SDC) on:

Date: Wednesday, 30th October 2025
® Time: 10:00 AM — 11:00 AM
@ Location: Parish Qffice (to be shown on the television screen)




Action Required:
» Councillors are requested to confirm their attendance.
» A registration form needs to be completed by all attendees.
Agenda ltem 14. 21.10.25 — Precept Figures 20252026 and Forecast
» Version 2 of the Precept figures for 20256-2026 is now available for discussion.
¢ The Works Committee has done a preliminary review of its budget and is considering:
o Increasing the Tree Budget to £5,000
o Allocating funds for the cleaning and refurbishment of the three bus shelters

Further discussion and decisions will take place at the Works Committee Meeting on 15th October
2025.

Frith Youth Centre ~ Funding and Impact Study

Following the last Finance meeting, the accountant and Administrator of Frith Youth Centre have
been contacted to provide:

« An Impact Study/Analysis
s Information on grant funding applied for and any successful bids
»  Whether SDC or GCC have been approached for funding

« Whether Bisley-with-Lypiatt contributes, given that young people from that area use the
Centre

Additionally, Nailsworth, Cainscross, and Minchinhampton Parish Councils have been contacted with
the following questions:

1. How much does your council currently spend on youth services annually?
2. How much of that funding comes from your Precept?

3. What percentage of your population is considered ‘youth’ {or what age range do you
include)?

All three councils have responded. Results will be shared at the upcoming meeting.
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1410412025
08/05/2025
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14/05/2025
14/05/2025
14/05/2025
17/05/2025
03/06/2025

09/06/2025
12/06/2025
23/06/2025
26/06/2025
30/06/2025
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21/07/2025
21/07/2025
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05/08/2025
05/08/2025
14/08/2025
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Chg/Res No.

Petty Cash
Patly Cash
Petty Cash
Patty Cash
Petly Cash
Petty Cash

Petty Cash
Petty Cash
Petty Cash
Paity Cash
Petty Cash
Peatty Cash
Petty Cash

Patty Cash
Petty Cash
Pstly Cash
Peity Cash
Petty Cash
Patty Cash
Petty Cash
Petty Cash
Patly Cash
Petly Cash
Petly Cash

CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Transactions for Petty Cash

Descriptlon
STARTING BALANCE
PC Refreshments

Crayola Supertips pans
Plague engraving
milk

Anti bacterlal multi surface cleaner

FLOwsrs

Transfer from Current
Window Cleanar

PC Refreshments

PC Refrashments

PC Refreshments

PC Refreshmants
Refreshments

PC Refreshments
Transfer from Currant
dleaning ltems
cleaning items
¢leaning items
Postage Stamps

PC Refreshments
Postage Stamps

Refreshments for allotment woek

PC Refreshments
FC Refreshments
PC Refreshmants
Postage Stamps

CLOSING BALANCE

Created by Hj.] Scribe

Suppller

Tesco Sieres
Tesco Stores
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Tesco Stores
Tesco Storas
Tesco Stores
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Tesco Stores
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Tesco Stores
Tesco Stores
Tesco Stores
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Tesco Stores
Home bargains
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Tesco Stores
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Tesco Stores
Tesco Stores
Post Office

LT

7 Oclchar 2025 (2025-2026)

Total

-1,45
-3.30
ler =20.00
-1.56
-2.55
-10.00
100.00
-1.89
2,90
-8.20
-3.05
1.55
-20.56
-1.58
100.00
-1.82
-2.54
-2.54

-1.65
-13.92
-19.44

-1.65

-1.85

-1.65

-2.40

Balance Cashed date
16,72

18.27
11.87
-8.03
058
«12.13
-22.13
77.87
75.88
72.98
63,78
60.73
682.28
41,72
40,17
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17,60
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90.81
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15 October 2025 (2025-2028)

CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Reserves Balance

2025-2026
Reserve GpeningBalance Transfers Spend Receipts CurrentBalance
Earmarked
Community and Recreational Fz 21,091.53 8,099.63 29,191.16
Capital Equipment 3,888.20 5,000.00 1,003.87 185.91 8,070.24
Elections 5,086.,03 5,086.03
Cemetery Land 6,259.18 840.00 5419.18
Parish Buildings 1,918.03 2,000.00 3,918.03
CIL .00
Cost of Living 7.410.21 1,4980.51 1,170.00 7,089.70
BPG 12,509.23 -8,099.63 44,349.60 40(,000.00 60.00
Total Earmarked 58,162.41 7,000.00 47,683.98 41,355.91 58,834.34
TOTAL RESERVE 58,162.41 7,060.00 47,683.93 41,355.91 58,834.34
GENERAL FUND 194,507.56
TOTAL FUNDS 253,341.80
Created by £m3§'¢jﬁb@ Page No. 1



