CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NOVEMBER 2021
Councillors – we have not one but three new councillors.  Emily Mayo will represent the Hill Ward. Emily has lived in France Lynch for 5 years and runs a cattery and doggy day care facility.  Emily is particularly interested in the environment and is our youngest member of the Council. Andrew Morris-Wyatt will represent our Valley Ward.  Andrew was born and brought up in the area, moving to London at a later to date for his work.  He returned to the area in 2013 and lives on Marle Hill.  Andrew’s interests lie in planning and environment.  David Wright joins us as a Bussage Ward Councillor.  David is retired and has a background in the power industry.  David has the expertise to assist with our plans for the provision of EV charging and to make the Parish Centre more environmentally sound.

Silver Street Car Park – we have decided to accept an offer from Stroud District Council for the transfer of this car park to Chalford Parish Council.   A small group will be considering the fairest way in which the car park can be managed for the benefit of residents in the area.  

The majority of us will have been affected by the many road works being carried out from Chalford to Stroud and beyond.   If it’s not Western Power excavating and laying cables, its Gloucestershire County Council contractors carrying out ash dieback work.  The latter will be completed by November but WPD will continue with their work until 19 November.  In addition, Marley Lane will be closed from 15 November for BT Openreach works and Commercial Road from 8 to 10 November for the fitting of flood monitoring equipment. If you go to our web site, you will find full details of the work/closures.
Friends of Frith Wood – a group of experienced and qualified residents has been given permission to proceed with the setting up of a charitable incorporated organisation (CIO) in the name of Friends of Frith Wood.  FOFW will work with the Parish Council sharing management of the Parish’s part of the wood.  In addition to looking after the trees, wildlife, ecosystems and infrastructure, the group will endeavour to provide enjoyment, well-being and education for residents.
“The Bubble” – the area at the top of Old Neighbourhood!  Many of you will have noticed the work being carried out at this area.  This is to accommodate a police camera van that will be visiting monthly.  Speed stats along this stretch of road are high and there is concern this could result in road accidents.  So, please watch your speed to avoid being fined.  
Trees – our Arborculturist has recently carried out further inspections of trees on various areas of parish land.  Minor work is needed in both Bussage and France Lynch Pleasure Grounds with the addition of 2 lime trees needing to be felled at the latter. The good news is that of the ash trees remaining in Frith Wood and the Valley Copse, only a few show any decline and need to be felled. 
Electric Vehicle Chargers – Western Power has completed the excavation/cable laying necessary for EVCs to be installed at the Parish Centre.  Our electrical contractors will shortly be installing two for public use.  Charges for their use will be publicised once the installation work is complete.  

Footpaths - It’s good to get a thank you - Your Footpath Volunteers have recently spent three weeks putting stone on the canal towpath by Meadowview Cottages so that the path is not muddy after rain. Those who know the area will understand why our task wasn’t straightforward - we had to find a place where we could have the stone delivered on Chalford High Street without causing inconvenience, and yet be close enough to the towpath to make it possible to carry the stone in wheelbarrows to where it was needed. We did it, but what made the effort particularly rewarding was the support we had from those living nearby in the form of tea and coffee, and the thanks we had from towpath users and residents. So thank you for the thanks and support.
And finally, another reminder as we continue to get complaints about Dog Fouling.  If you witness anyone not picking up after their pet, you can report them anonymously to our dog warden, Josie Oak, by contacting her on 01453 774490 or email josie.Oak@stroud.gov.uk.  
Why Not Come Along to a Meeting? - Our next Full Council Meeting will be held on Thursday, 
4 November at 7.00 pm. Please contact the Clerk beforehand to let her know if you would like to attend, particularly if you wish to speak, so that she can make time for your issue on the agenda.  Our contact details are: Tel: 01453 887204. Email: info@chalford-glos.gov.uk. Web site: www.chalford-glos.gov.uk or follow us on Facebook 

