MINUTES of the Works Committee Meeting held on 

Wednesday, 18 January 2023 at 6.00 p.m. at the Parish Centre, Gerald’s Way

in accordance with notice given

In the Chair:

Cllr Samaroo



Present:

Cllrs Funnell, Lilly, Mayo, Oakley, D Taylor, L Taylor, Wood

In attendance:
Clerk & Chris Attwood

W.01.01.23
APOLOGIES – none
W.02.01.23
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – none
W.03.01.23
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – none

W.04.01.23
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

Cllr Oakley proposed, “acceptance of the minutes of 16 November 2022”.  This was seconded by Cllr Lilly.  
W.05.01.23
CLERK’S REPORT – attached
Update:  Blackness/Brownshill seat – Cllr Oakley advised that a recycled seat will not harm livestock.  Cllr L Taylor advised that a seat has been in this place for 100 years and should be replaced.   The Clerk will contact Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust again about replacing the seat.  ACTION: Clerk
Oak tree planting – the resident has planted the tree at the agreed place on The Ridgeway.  The resident would like to purchase a plaque showing date and other wording.   The Clerk will ask the resident to supply the wording before proceeding.  ACTION: Clerk
ChalCAN cycle racks – due to poor weather, Cllr Samaroo has not been able to meet with the ChalCAN representative about this.  Cllr Samaroo has offered to meet the representative in the Parish Centre but there has been no response yet.  The Clerk will follow up.  ACTION: Clerk
Bus Shelter mural – the Clerk emailed the artists who are working on the murals at the bus shelter on The Ridgeway and the one at the bottom of Marle Lane in the Valley to find out the current situation.  The Clerk has not heard from the artist working on The Ridgeway shelter yet.  The artist working on the Valley one has advised that due to the value of his work shifting upwards he is now having to charge for the mural.  The charges are £200 for the sketch and £4000 for the mural.  The committee agreed not to proceed.  Cllr Wood suggested contacting Stroud College Art department and asking if students would like to produce designs for the bus shelter.  A theme for the design will be advised and the Council will approve the preferred design.  ACTION:  Clerk
Sand bags – we have purchased 50 hessian sand bags.  These are to replace the ones we have at the Cemetery as those bags disintegrate quite quickly.  
Tanglewood Way bus shelter (opposite Dorrington Court) – Chris Attwood has attempted to clean the panels at the shelter on two occasions and although the sticky tape residue has been cleared, the cleaner has left smears.  It was agreed to replace the panels.  Cllr Wood proposed, “we purchase and replace the two bus shelter panels at a cost of £200.”  This was seconded by Cllr Funnell and unanimously agreed.  ACTION:  Clerk
Band Hut track – the Clerk has been communicating with Gigaclear regarding their proposed work to the track and has asked them how much they would grant the Council for carrying out the work.  There has been no response to-date.  The Clerk will follow this up.  ACTION: Clerk
W.06.01.23
REFERRALS - none
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W.07.01.23
CORRESPONDENCE


5k run – a resident is organising this run, due to take place on 7 May 2023.  A route of the proposed run was shown to all present.   Although the run will start from Chalford Sports and Social Club, the majority of the route is in Bisley with Lypiatt Parish.  The Clerk will advise the organiser to contact Gloucestershire Highways and Public Rights of Way as both roads and footpaths will be used.  As Strawberry Banks is part of the route they will also be advised to speak to Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, the owners of the land.  ACTION: Clerk
Bussage Hill – a resident has expressed concern at the pot holes on this hill, made worse by the run off of water.  This is in part caused by the blocked drains from Cowswell Lane and a spring that has popped up on a footpath opposite the Ram Inn.  These problems have been reported to Highways.  
Friends of Frith Wood has advised that the installation of chestnut paling fence near to the Tesco entrance to the wood will be installed w/c 22 January.  At the same time an improved entrance, a stock fence enclosure on the lower part of the wood and bird/bat boxes will be installed.  They will do their best to communicate what’s happening and why.

W.08.01.23
WORKS BUDGET
Councillors were furnished with a copy of the current budget prior to the meeting.  Cllr Oakley asked if the payment for the bus shelter was for the damage to the Ridgeway bus shelter.  The Clerk was unsure if this was for damage or refurbishment. To be checked.    ACTION: Clerk
W.09.01.23
METAL DETECTING
A request has been received for authorisation to do some metal detecting at Middle Hill Allotments.  The resident is a member of the National Council for Metal Detecting, included in which there is public liability insurance cover.  After a short discussion, it was agreed to give permission but not on The Spinney or tenants’ allotments.  If there are any finds over the value of £50, Chalford Allotments for the Labouring Poor to be paid 50% of the value or rewards arising from the recovery of any property or objects.  Permission is for one year commencing with immediate effect.  Cllr Oakley proposed, ”we give permission for the resident to carry out metal detecting at Middle Hill Allotments subject to the above conditions.”  This was seconded by Cllr Lilly and unanimously agreed.  ACTION: Clerk
W.10.01.23
GRIT BINS
During the snow in December, we received several requests for the installation of new grit bin.   Out of the 7 requests, Gloucestershire Highways has authorised 4.  Those being Eagle Close, by the steps; Lark Rise/Geralds Way green area; Aston View at the end of the close and Sparrow Close.

Cllr Oakley referred to the request for a bin to be placed on the grass next to Bussage Village Hall and Highways declining the request.   It was agreed to place a small blue tub here and for the Council to be responsible for filling it.  ACTION: CA
Cllr Samaroo and Chris Attwood to visit the 4 areas that have been authorised and agree a suitable place for the bins.  Highways has asked for a map showing the location of the 4 bins so that they can add to their mapping system for refilling.  The bin should not cause any obstruction to the public highway, including footway.  If possible, the bin should be installed on amenity land or verge, close to the highway.   ACTION: Cllr Samaroo/CA
W.11.01.23
FOOTPATH GROUP 

Cllr Oakley provided the meeting with a verbal report.   The working group is continuing to work on the church wall at Coppice Hill and it is hoped the work will be finished in 3-4 weeks.  Councillors to advise Cllr Oakley of any parish walls that need rebuilding. Tomorrow, other members of the group will be replacing a waymark post in Frith Wood.  ACTION:   All
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Cllr Oakley met with a representative of Friends of Frithwood and a Robert Hitchins’ Land Manager in Frith Wood this morning.  The path going north by Tanglewood Way and one at the bottom by The Frith were considered and it was agreed that FOFW will define the edges of these paths using natural material.   It was a positive meeting. 

There are approximately 18/20 Footpath Group members listed with 6 or 7 turning up on a weekly basis to help.  

France Lynch Pleasure Ground - Burcome Road/Down View entrances.  A resident has said the entrances are muddy and is asking if these entrances could be dealt with in the same manner as the Brantwood Road entrance.   Cllr Oakley will investigate what could be done.  ACTION: Cllr Oakley
Planings in the car park at the bottom of Frith Wood.   There is a load of planings that have been in the car park for more than a year.   It is suggested that we offer these up for residents to take.  They could be used for the above entrances and in the parking areas outside of Frith Youth Centre. Before offering them to residents, Cllr Oakley will investigate whether there are other areas where the planings could be used.   ACTION: Cllr Oakley
MCH69 Marle Hill - Cllr Wood referred to the area near the bottom part of this path stating that the pot holes here were getting bad.  It is hoped that Gloucestershire PROW will be able to carry out work here in the new financial year.  

MCH69 pipe work – Cllr Oakley will follow up on our concerns about the possibility of the pipes collapsing due to the water flowing underneath and eroding the stone. ACTION:  Cllr Oakley
MCH17 Path at the side of the Cemetery – The PROW Officer phoned to say that the work to this path, planned to take place this week, won’t be carried out until March.
W.12.01.23
CHRIS ATTWOOD REPORT – attached.

Chris reported that he has increased the size of the grit/salt store.  It is hoped that 6 tons of grit will be delivered next week.   

W.13.01.23
WARD MATTERS

Cllr L Taylor referred to stones placed on the verge at the front of a property on The Ridge.  Cllr Lilly will take a look and report to Gloucestershire Highways.    Cllr L Taylor expressed concern at the number of pot holes in the Parish.  There are several on Old Neighbourhood Road, some on Toadsmoor Road and many other areas in Bussage/Chalford.  ACTION: Cllr Lilly
Cllr Lilly advised that a spring emanating from a property in Chalford Hill was overflowing with the consequence it could turn the road into a sheet of ice.  Before contacting the householder, Cllr Lilly will carry out a further investigation.  ACTION:  Cllr Lilly
Cllr Samaroo referred to the ’20 is Plenty’ sign on The Ridgeway, stating that its condition has deteriorated and needs replacing.  ACTION:  Clerk
Eagle Close, bottom of steps – there is still a branch obscuring the bus sign.  The householder has been contacted twice but no work has been done.  Chris Attwood will cut it back.  ACTION:  CA
Path at the side of Frith Wood – the area at the bottom of the path has a ‘metal squeeze’ installed to prevent cyclists from riding into the road without stopping.  Cllr Oakley recommended increasing the gap to enable mobility scooters to access the path.   Friends of Frith Wood have funding to carry out the work.  It was agreed that Cllr Oakley will speak to the Public Rights Way Officer about this suggestion.  ACTION:  Cllr Oakley  
W.14.01.23
ANY OTHER MATTER

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 7.05 p.m.
