MINUTES of the Works Committee Meeting held on 

Wednesday, 15 February 2023 at 6.00 p.m. at the Parish Centre, Gerald’s Way

in accordance with notice given

In the Chair:

Cllr Samaroo



Present:

Cllrs Lilly, Mayo, Oakley, D Taylor, L Taylor, Wood

In attendance:
Clerk & Chris Attwood

W.01.02.23
APOLOGIES – none


W.02.02.23
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – none
W.03.02.23
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – none

W.04.02.23
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

Amendments: page 3, 1st paragraph, 3rd line – insert after FOFW, “…and/or the footpath volunteers …”.   Page 3, penultimate paragraph, penultimate sentence – replace “…have funding with ‘may have funding’ ….”. 
Cllr Oakley proposed, “acceptance of the minutes of 18 January 2023 with the above amendments”.  This was seconded by Cllr Lilly and unanimously agreed.
W.05.02.23
CLERK’S REPORT – attached

Update:  Blackness/Brownshill seat – Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust has been told that a local volunteer group re-slated the seat previously and has asked for their contact details.  Members of the Footpath Working Group repaired the seat previously.  It is unsure if the seat is still in situ.  Before proceeding further, Chris Attwood will investigate.  ACTION: CA
Oak tree planting – the resident has suggested wording for a plaque.  The King’s Oak – 6 May 2023 was agreed.  Cllr Oakley will relay this to the resident.  ACTION:  Cllr Oakley
Frith Wood nature sanctuaries – two areas have been fenced off to provide the sanctuaries.  Cllr Samaroo thanked FOFW on behalf of the Council.  Cllr L Taylor expressed his dislike of the fenced areas, stating that the wood was for the public and that the enclosures were an eyesore.  The areas are fenced off to prevent people tramping over the undergrowth and to give plants the chance of flourishing. 

Grit Bins – Cllr Samaroo advised that she had visited the locations with Chris Attwood and agreed the exact spot for the bins. The locations have been plotted on a map and forwarded to Highways.
W.06.02.23
REFERRALS – none
W.07.02.23
CORRESPONDENCE – none

W.08.02.23
WORKS BUDGET
Committee members were furnished with an up to-date budget prior to the meeting.  The bus shelter cost is the work required to the vandalised bus shelter roof on The Ridgeway.  The insurance funds for the roof were paid in 2021-22.  

Replacement rubber mats are required for the surface of some of the play equipment in Bussage Pleasure Ground.   Cllr Samaroo proposed, “we purchase 6 mats at a cost of £83 each, totalling £498 with funds coming from the Play Equipment repair budget.”  This was seconded by Cllr Lilly.  There was one abstention.  ACTION:  Clerk
- 2 -
The Ridgeway mural – The artist has said she can provide a portrait of Queen Elizabeth II at a cost of £500.   It was agreed not to proceed with this offer.  ACTION: Clerk
Cllr L Taylor referred to the numerous bus shelter murals along the A419, stating they had deteriorated.  
Valley bus shelter, bottom of Marle Hill – Chris Attwood has tidied up the shelter and area.  Cllr Samaroo visited the area with Chris to investigate what can be done to make the area more welcoming.   The bench is to be painted.   Once the mural for the inside of the bus shelter has been agreed, the small noticeboard will be removed.  One art submission from Stroud College has been received. There is a large board housing a map on the green triangle, the other side of which is used by residents as a ‘noticeboard’.  It is recommended that the board is turned around so that the ‘noticeboard’ faces the road area and the map to the rear.  Chris Attwood will tidy the board and paint it.  The map to be replaced with a new one.  The map needs to be updated for the future.   The area to be tidied before the King’s coronation.  ACTION:  CA
W.10.02.23
PLEASURE GROUNDS/PLAYING FIELDS

a. Valley Playing Field - Aerial Runway – the rubber casing has been vandalised and needs to be replaced.  It was agreed to contact a Stroud company that supplies play equipment, for advice.
Cllr Samaroo advised that both the equipment and seats need painting and asked if this could be completed by April.  Cllr Oakley asked Chris Attwood for a schedule of painting needs.  ACTION: CA
b. Bussage – Cllr Oakley referred to a hole in the roof of the multi play and suggested using some fibre glass to fix the area to prevent it getting worse.  Plus replace the fixings that are missing. ACTION: CA
W.11.02.23 
CHALFORD AND FRANCE LYNCH GARDEN TRAIL

The Committee considered the trail’s kind offer of potential funding from the above trail.  Cllr Oakley has recommended funding for the replacement of two safety barriers at the bottom of France Lynch Pleasure Ground on Burcombe Way.  To be replaced by a single barrier at a cost of £90 plus VAT. The Footpath Working Group can do the installation.  Cllr Lilly suggested a water bowser/container on wheels at a cost of approximately £300.  After a discussion it was agreed to request funding towards a sack truck and barrier.   Cllr Oakley proposed, “we recommend to the Chalford and France Lynch Garden Trail funding towards a sack truck and barrier amounting to approximately £300.”  This was seconded by Cllr Lilly and unanimously agreed. ACTION: Clerk
W.12.02.23     BAND HUT TRACK

It was agreed to wait for Gigaclear to come back to us with further details regarding the track.  The Clerk to ask them for a specification and how they will finish the track.  ACTION: Clerk
W.13.02.23    FOOTPATH GROUP

A current Footpath Group report was given to all committee members prior to the meeting together with a chart showing a list of tasks for the volunteers.  Cllr Oakley advised that another waymark has been pulled out.  Chris Attwood will give Cllr Oakley some masonry nails for attaching the waymarks. Cllr L Taylor referred to accessibility of paths, stating that the surface is not good.  Cllr Oakley responded stating it could be dealt with in the future but not immediately.  Cllr L Taylor suggested sprinkling some cement on or mix in with the black scapings.     ACTION: CA
-3 –
Cllr L Taylor asked if it was legal to ride bikes through Frith Wood using the paths.  Although riding a bike along the paths is not permitted, it is not illegal.  Cllr Oakley will send a link to Cllr L Taylor providing information on this situation.  ACTION:  Cllr Oakley
MCH13 Task – to replace missing/damaged horizontal rails on the kissing gates at each end of this main path through Frith Wood.  This was agreed.
Cllr L Taylor advised that there appears to be a few trees still to be felled in the top corner of the parish part of Frith Wood.   The trees could have Dutch elm disease.  It was agreed we need to wait until leaves appear.   Chris Attwood will monitor the trees.  ACTION: CA
W.14.02.23    CHRIS ATTWOOD REPORT 
Cllr Oakley thanked Chris Attwood for carrying out work to the verge in Highfield Way.   

Cllr Wood referred to the ‘do’s and don’t’ sign in France Lynch Pleasure Ground stating there are still signs referring to Covid rules.  Cllr Samaroo replied stating that these signs have a contact number for the Parish Centre whereas the other signs do not.  It was agreed to remove the Covid signs and when replacing the other signs, contact details to be included.  ACTION: CA
Cllr Oakley referred to the football goal area near to the netball on Bussage Pleasure Ground, stating that the area has a dip that needs to be filled.  ACTION: Clerk
W.15.02.23    WARD MATTERS
The Ridgeway – just up from Bussage Village Hall travelling towards the junction with Tanglewood Way, there is a drain that has sunk and needs attention. 

Cllr Lilly referred to a request from a Mobile Street food van to sell their food in the area.  Cllr Lilly suggested Middle Hill Allotments.  
Old Neighbourhood Inn – a company has bought the inn with the intention of running it as a pub.

Cllr L Taylor referred to The Frith stating there were pot holes just before the cemetery.  

The pot hole just up from the garage on Toadsmoor is getting worse.  

Both of the above have been reported to Highways.  Their response is that they do not meet the criteria for work.

W.16.02.23   ANY OTHER INFORMATION
There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 7.36 p.m.
