Minutes of a Plans Assessment Committee meeting held on Thursday 23rd February 2023 at 2pm at the Parish Centre, Geralds Way
In the Chair: Cllr Morris-Wyatt
Present: Cllrs Beioley, Lee, Pearson, L Taylor, Trinder, Assistant Clerk
Apologies: None. 
PAC 01.23.02.23 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None
PAC 02.23.02.23 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – None
PAC 03.23.02.23 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING – Cllr Beioley proposed ‘’we approve the minutes of the 2nd February 2023’ This was seconded by Cllr Trinder and unanimously agreed.
PAC 04.23.02.23 MATTERS ARISING – None
PAC 05.23.02.23 REFERRALS – None
PAC 06 23.02.23 CORRESPONDENCE – The Old Neighbourhood Inn – Savills handled the sale of this property and they kindly put us in touch with the new owners. The property has been purchased with the view to let the pub on a ‘free of tie’ basis. There have no plans to develop the car-park, and were pleased to hear of the support from the local community. They would be happy for someone local to take it on; we have posted this onto our FB page, asking anyone who may be interested to contact the new owner. The new owner was unaware of the asbestos, so we have put them in touch with the Senior Contaminated Land Officer 
PAC 07.23.02.23 RESULTS – All results are in agreement with the PAC’s decisions. 
PAC 08.23.02.23 TO CONSIDER DRAFT PLANNING PROTOCOL Cllr Trinder kindly circulated a second draft as discussed at our last meeting on the 2nd February. Copy attached. A brief discussion took place, and a few minor amendments were suggested. Cllr Trinder will finalise the protocol to include agreed amendments and will circulate to the PAC. Subject to this, Cllr Trinder proposed ‘’we accept the protocol and refer to full council for approval’’ This was seconded by Cllr Pearson and unanimously agreed. Action: Cllr Trinder/Asst Clerk.
PAC 09.23.02.23 Review Terms of reference – It was previously suggested that 5.7 of the PAC’s TOR needs some consideration, perhaps replacing the word advice with guidance. Also, assuming that the draft protocol is accepted by full council in April, this will mean that an amendment is required to include this detail. It was therefore agreed that as all committees undertake a full review of their TOR at their first meeting in the new financial year, that any amendments should be made in May when a full review will take place.
PAC 10.23.02.23 NEW PLANS
1404 S.23/0155/HHOLD 1 The Chestnuts, Cowswell Lane, Bussage - Erection of two storey side extension, new single garage & external alterations.  Cllr Lee proposed ‘’we support plan 1404’’ This was seconded by Cllr Beioley and unanimously agreed.
1405 S.23/0162/HHOLD Anchor House High Street Chalford - The installation of a solar array. Cllr Trinder proposed ‘’we support plan 1405’’ This was seconded by Cllr Morris-Wyatt and unanimously agreed.
1406 S.23/0168/HHOLD 28 Belvedere Mews Chalford
Conversion of garage and replacement of existing canopy to rear. Cllr Trinder proposed ‘’we support plan 1406’’ This was seconded by Cllr Beioley and unanimously agreed.
1407 S.23/0214/TPO
27 Eagle Close, Chalford - T1 Beech, T2 Beech, T3 Beech- Reduce Easterly side of trees by 2.5 metres. T4 Oak - Reduce Easterly side of tree by 2.5m. The Parish Council own the trees which are referred to in this application. In 2022 we asked our Tree Surgeon to inspect these trees to ensure that they were not a safety concern, he confirmed that they were not. We subsequently met with a resident to confirm this and to advise that they could cut back to their boundary should they wish to do so at their own cost. The committee therefore feel that it is inappropriate for us to make comment as we have a conflict of interest. Cllr Trinder proposed ‘’we refer to the Tree Officer for determination’’ This was seconded by Cllr Lee and unanimously agreed.
1408 S.23/0221/LBC
The Old Chapel, Marle Hill, Chalford - Proposed internal alterations. Cllr Lee proposed ‘’we support plan 1408’’ this was seconded by Cllr Pearson and unanimously agreed.
PAC 10.23.02.23 – ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Cllr L Taylor raised concern with the tree planting that Friends of frith Wood have carried out in the PC owned section of Frith Wood. He was particularly concerned to see that Holly has been planted and noted that the two nature reserves which have been created, are out of place. The Works Committee did consider and approve the request from FOFW for the nature reserves to be built and for the tree planting, but the varieties of trees were not specified. Cllr L Taylor feels that more detail should be provided before approval is given. It was agreed to refer this to works, the Clerk will contact FOFW to find out what variety of trees have been planted. Action: Clerk/Asst Clerk. 
Enforcement: This department is still suffering from staff shortages. It is therefore very difficult to get a response or update on cases which have been reported. The PAC are concerned at the lack of communication and feel that in some cases work will be complete before a site visit is undertaken. The asst Clerk will continue to get a response about existing cases. Action: Asst Clerk.
National Planning Policy Framework Consultation – The NPPF consultation closes on 2nd March 2023. This is a lengthy document containing 58 questions, 26 of which could potentially be applicable to the PC. Cllr Trinder kindly volunteered to look at this in further detail to assess if it was necessary for us to respond at this stage. Action: Cllr Trinder 
Neighbourhood Development Plan – No response from Horsley PC. Action: Asst Clerk
The date of the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 2nd March at 9.30am. There being no further business the chairman closed the meeting at 2.53pm.
