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DRY STONE WALLS OF CHALFORD 

 

Notes on their history, owner's responsibility & 

maintenance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 Dry stone walls are part of the charm and unique character of Chalford 
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A COTSWOLD WALL  

 

Not made like bricks  

Same as each other , 

Like men, stones argue  

With their brother;  

Some up, some down,  

Some oblong,  

Square or round,  

And no cement  

Bonds them together,  

But ivy  

And the common weather;  

Any yet - though different - 

They, like brothers match,  

And neatly fitted  

By a man  

We call half -witted  

Mak e a wall  

About this patch.  

Mr Bernard Smit h 
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This booklet is an updated version of a leaflet 'The Dry Stone Walls in Chalford Area', written by Janet 

Gaskell and Nigel Paterson and published by The Chalford Village Walls Project in 1999. This version 

was edited and updated  by Janet Gaskell and Peter Ashcroft in 2020.  Thanks to Peter Oakley for 

digitising the original text. 
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INTRODUCTION 

If you live in one of the older houses in Chalford you are likely to have some, if not all, of your 
boundaries made from dry stone walls.   
 
Many of these walls are hundreds of years old, often originating from the enclosure of Bisley 
Common in the mid 19th century, and were built when stone was free or cheap and labour was 
cheap and abundant.  
 
Whilst many walls today are in good condition they are not so by chance, only because their owners 
are prepared to carry out suitable maintenance and invest in rebuilding when the need arises. 
 
There are three main reasons why dry stone walls are worth looking after: 
 

¶ they are one of the outstanding and widespread man-made features in the parish and so 
make a major contribution to Chalford's charm, character and heritage. If we lose them the 
whole of Chalford will lose part of its distinctiveness; 

¶ they add to the value and appeal of individual properties when they are in good condition;   

¶ demolishing walls could be against planning law or best practice and result in enforcement 
action. 

 
Our message is simple: 
 

¶ a little effort spent keeping walls in good repair and free of vegetation (particularly ivy 
and weed trees) will save major expenditure and other possible liabilities in the future.  
 

¶ When rebuilding is required attention to detail by using appropriate stone and employing 
skilled dry stone wallers - who know how to make a sustainable quality job - will pay 
dividends. 

 
This booklet is written for people who own, or are interested in sustaining dry stone walls for future 

generations. 

 

Street scenes like this are unique because of the character provided by the dry stone walls  
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WALLS  OF CHARACTER 

 
 The dry stone walls within the Chalford villages date from the 17thC and later, as this seems to be 
the earliest settlement date. It is probable that the early houses of the villages in the 17th and 18thc 
were surrounded by walls to mark the property boundary on the common, to retain livestock and to 
protect produce. Some of these wall positions may survive, but the actual walls are likely to have 
been rebuilt several times, In the mid 19thC, when the remaining common land was enclosed, there 
was a rationalisation of the property boundaries. Remaining areas of common within the settlement 
areas were allocated to the former commoners and incorporated into their garden plots. This must 
have required new walling to mark the new boundaries. More walls have been added over the years, 
as the earlier house plots have been subdivided to generate new building land. 
 
In an original wall the stone should be consistent in its nature, as it will have been quarried from the 
same section of the rock strata. However, some walls will have been recycled (several times) and the 
stones will be mixed with those from other walls and new stone may have been added.    
 

 
Recently restored wall with mix of stones and vertical toppers 

 
The size of the stones within a wall depends on the nature of the bed from which it has been 
removed, and many different sizes can be seen in the walls of the area. But, if properly built, all will 
have been constructed in a similar way. The stability of the wall depends on it having a good heavy 
'cope' to keep the walling stone under compression. The original type of coping will almost certainly 
have been of upright stones (without mortar). This is the best design as it allows the coping to settle 
unevenly with the wall. Some houses have dressed coping slabs, mostly flat, although some with a 
convex or triangular section. These probably date from the 18th and 19thC and were probably 
intended to suggest a degree of status to the property.  
 
There are a few sections of wall within the villages, which are strictly not dry stone walls. These are 
built of well dressed stones with a regular face, but are laid without mortar. They are called Mason's 
walls, as they were built by masons, not wallers. A fine example is the one at Clematis Cottage in 
Commercial Road, Chalford Hill, this was built in the 19thC, when the house was occupied by a stone 
mason. Nineteenth century and later walls incorporate jumper stones within their courses. These 
are larger stones which occupy the height of several courses. within a wall of smaller stones.  The 
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walls have several types of features, including gateposts, water related features, animal related 
features and copings.  
 

 
Mason's wall in Commercial Road 

 
Gateposts. There are many good examples of gateposts, the majority are cut from single blocks of 
stone, with a range of dressing qualities. Some have flat tops, others have a shaped top. The best are 
from single stones, but cut to a regular size on all faces and have an integral scroll pyramid top 
(eg,The Old Duke of York, Chalford Hill). Some late nineteenth century and later gateposts are built 
of well dressed stone blocks with a separate pyramid top (eg The Ferns, Chalford Hill).  

 

 
Gate posts - even if no longer used. 

 
Water Related Features. There are several features in the villages that relate to the communal 
supply of spring water supply for the cottages.  In Chalford Hill, in Commercial Road there are 
troughs sunk into the side of the lane, which are flushed by a flow of spring water. At the side of the 
Duke of York Inn, there is a spout in the wall which fills a trough, before flowing away to provide 
water for Marle Hill. In the wall of Clematis Cottage there is a spout which is the overflow for a stone 
lined reservoir in the garden. In France Lynch in Sturmyes Road there is a spring fed water sump. In 
Chalford Valley in the High Street there is another spring fed sump, next to Tankard Spring House. 


